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Mike Kovack will retire as Medina County Auditor in March, 
ending the longest run in the position in Medina County history. 
He will leave behind a remarkable record of accomplishment 
and community interaction, complete with state, national and 
international recognition.

Kovack first became auditor in January of 1993 when then 
Auditor Ferris Brown was elected to a position as Medina 
County Commissioner. He had to be appointed to the position 
by a vote of the county’s central 
committee, a group of 
130 people. 

“I was the underdog for that 
race,”Kovack said. “In fact, 
when I got the appointment 
they had to immediately create 
a signature block for county 
checks for me…because they 
had created one for my 
opponent instead!”

Kovack’s appointment 
continued a long line of highly 
qualified individuals filling 
the post, a sort of “Golden Era” for Medina County Auditors. 
Beginning with Ralph Berry in 1982, two attorneys (Berry and 
Jeff Kehnle) and two individuals with master’s degrees in public 
administration/public finance (Brown and Kovack) filled 
the post. 

“Most people don’t understand what a highly complex and 
technical position county auditor is,” Kovack said. “Having 
people with those kind of qualifications overseeing our finances 
was a boon for Medina County and definitely burnished the 
reputation of the county throughout the region.”

Auditor Kovack was held in very high regard by his fellow 
auditors. He served four terms as president of the Northeast 
Ohio Auditors Association (NEOAA) as well as president of the
statewide County Auditors Association of Ohio (CAAO) and was a 
regular presenter to his fellow auditors at statewide conferences 
due to his expertise. 

“The fraternity of county auditors is vital,” Kovack said.“Because 
what we do is unique and demanding, having the willing 
expertise of 87 other people trying to navigate the same complex 
challenges we do has been a lifesaver many, many times.”
Kovack leaves an incredible string of accomplishments in his 
wake as he departs. His office chalked up 30 straight years of 
clean, unmodified annual audits by the Ohio Auditor of State,
the longest string in the state. 

His office had also been 
recognized for 30 straight years by 
the Government Finance Officers 
Association (GFOA) for Excellence 
in Accounting. His office twice had 
the lowest reappraisal cost per 
parcel in the entire state and his 
office ran, without question, the 
tightest budget in the entire county.

But excellence in carrying out the 
duties of auditor is only one of Mike 
Kovack’s legacies. Perhaps even 
more so, he left a 
tremendous impact on the county 
through his community service. 

Kovack helped start the Red Cross 
Chocolate Festival, the Family-A-

Fair event, Pet Adoptathon/Pet-Tacular and served as a board 
member/volunteer for just about every non-profit in the county, 
often serving as emcee for fundraising events. 

And the community appreciated him. He was honored with 
the Board of Realtors Excellence in Community Service Award, 
named to the Wadsworth Older Adults Foundation Hall of Fame, 
received the Red Cross’ Heartland Hero Award, the 
Medina Township Association’s Outstanding Local Official
Award, the Medina Jaycees Distinguished Service Award for 
Outstanding Leadership and was twice named Medina 
Kiwanian of the Year.

His impact was more than awards, though. For 21 years he ran 
the Kiwanis Student of the Month program, monthly recognizing 
16 students from the eight county school districts as well
a Student of the Year from each school. He has handed out over 

Auditor Kovack to Retire in March
Longest Serving Auditor in Medina County History

Medina County Auditor Mike Kovack and his fiancee, Soehnke Hasslehoff

100 scholarships to Medina County high school seniors through 
the Mike Kovack Community Fund, totaling more than
$50,000 in assistance. 

When the Great Recession hit in 2007, Kovack created a 
unique partnership with a Cleveland non-profit that helped 
funnel more than twelve million dollars into the county to keep 
hundreds of Medina County residents in their homes. It is one 
of the reasons Medina County weathered the recession better 
than the rest of northeast Ohio. 

The activity Kovack may most be known for, though, is his 
Weekend Update.

“I can’t remember now where the idea came from,” Kovack 
said. “But I was keeping all these county events on my 
calendar, because I attended so many of them. And, at some 
point, we just decided to share them with everyone else.” 

Auditor Kovack’s Weekend Update has been a wonderful 
resource for county residents for well over 15 years. In the 
beginning, Kovack put the entire thing together himself. Over 
the years staff assisted him, but Kovack always reviewed each 
edition, putting county accomplishments in, and was the one 
to send it out each week, often late at night or early in the 
morning. 

Sadly, the last Weekend Update went out at the end of 
December. “Getting ready to turn the office over, with all the 

other demands, I just couldn’t keep up with it anymore,” 
Kovack said. Depending on the next chapter in his life, he said 
he may reincarnate the Weekend Update at a later time.

And what are Auditor Kovack’s plans at this point? “I wish I 
knew,” he said. He has already turned down job offers in North 
Carolina and Virginia and has been amazed at the reaction to
his retirement. “It’s nice to feel wanted,” he said. “Especially at 
60 years of age! 

But Medina County has always been my home, and it’s tough 
to think of living anywhere else – except in the winter!”

He said, more than likely, he will continue to work in real estate 
with his sister, Michele Boyd, broker at Berkshire Hathaway/
Stouffer Realty in Medina. He has held his real estate license
since he was 21 years old, but has never sold real estate in 
Medina County while auditor, to avoid any conflict of interest.

“But I’m pretty certain few people know Medina County’s real
estate market as well as I do!,” he said.

Whatever the future holds for Kovack, he has definitely left his 
mark on the county. He knows that with his excellent staff, the 
auditor’s office should be in good hands when he leaves, and,
with his fiancee, Soehnke Hasselhof, he is looking forward to 
more exciting challenges and adventures in the days ahead. 

Best of luck, Auditor Kovack! You’ll be missed! Kovack, Continued on Page 8

Kovack, Continued from Page 1

Partial Auditor’s Duties & Responsibilities
View and appraise property

Determine eligibility for tax reduction programs

Issue licenses for dogs, vendors and more

Distribute tax revenues to governmental units

Present annual tax budgets to Budget Commission

Custodian of funds recevied each year by the county

Paymaster for nearly 1,400 county employees

Certify accuracy of all measuring devices
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ORMACO Celtic Old Time, South American Flavors
January 8

Ohio Regional Music Arts and Cultural Outreach (ORMACO) 
and the Wadsworth Public Library begin their 2023 Live at 
the Library concerts with Brady Lake-based musicians Tina 
Bergmann and Bryan Thomas at 2 p.m. at the Wadsworth 
Public Library, 132 Broad Street, Wadsworth, OH 44281. 
The husband-wife duo will showcase a variety of Celtic, 
American Old Time and South American arrangements.
The program is free, but reservations are recommended by 
registering online or calling 419-853-6016.

Medina Ice Festival

Medina County Home & Garden Show

Dorothy Fuldheim at Weymouth Preservation 
March 19
Carol Starre-Kmiecik will portray the fiesty, diminutive 
newscaster and commentator that we all grew up with 
from 2 to 4 p.m. We’ll hear about her fascinating life 
from her difficult childhood through her long and notable 
career. Her interviews of famous people endreared and 
sometimes enraged her viewers. Dessert reception to 
follow. Doors open at 1:30 to view our current exhibit on 
“Ladies’ Bygones: Accessories 1820-1960”. Please send 
at check to the WPS 3314 Myers Rd Medina 44256; 
include your email or text. Events, restrooms and parking 
are accessible. Limited seating. 

February 17-19
Now in its 29th year, the Medina Ice Festival will 
transform Medina Square and surrounding area into 
a frozen, winter wonderland. The event opens at 5 
p.m. on Friday, February 17, with over 120 sculptures 
on display in and around the Historic Medina Square 
and South Town District through Monday, February 20 
(Presidents Day). During evening hours and overnight, 
sculptures are highlighted by color-changing, LED 
lights. See speed carving contests, the Fire and Ice 
Tower, and more! The event is free to attend and open 
to everyone. Pets on leashes are allowed, at your own 
risk.

March 4 and 5
Kick off spring at the Medina County Home & Garden 
Show. There will be over 130 exhibitors to help you with 
your home projects. From landscaping and lawn care to 
windows and doors, gutters, home improvement projects 
and lots more. Medina County Home and Garden Show 
will be held Saturday, Mar. 4 from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
and Sunday, Mar. 5 from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. This Medina 
home show is held at The Medina County Community 
Center, 735 W. Lafayette Rd. Medina, OH 44256.  Ad-
mission is $5 for Adults, $4 for Seniors (60+), and free 
for kids 12 and under.

Lilah Ballinger’s dog, Annie, was recognized in 
December as the Top Dog in Medina County for the 
2023 year!  Lilah’s essay on why her 
dog is the best was chosen from more 
than one hundred fourth grade writers 
from all over the county.  She was 
recognized in a ceremony on Friday, 
Dec. 9, 2022, along with four other 
children whose essays were the best 
in the county.  This marks the 28th 
year that Auditor Mike Kovack has 
sponsored the contest to kick off dog-
licensing season which began Dec. 1 
and continues through Jan. 31.

Lilah, a fourth-grader at Valley 
View Elementary School in Wadsworth 
in Mrs. Wolf’s class, visited Auditor 
Kovack’s office to read her winning 
essay.  Lilah told Annie’s story 
about how the thing that made the 
dog unwanted by its breeder became the 
motivating factor in her family’s decision to adopt the 
dog.

“There are a lot of cool, interesting and awesome 
things about about my dog and she is also deaf, 
which creates some challenges as a dog owner but 
provides a special connection to my family,” Lilah 
wrote. “I have two brothers who are deaf so having a 
deaf dog, she fits right in with my family.”

Lilah and Annie were rewarded for their victory 
with county’s first dog tag of the 2022 season, Dog 

Tag Number One; 20 pounds of dog 
food and a bag of treats from Medina 
County manufacturer Bil-Jac; Jurassic 
Mountain and Jurassic Pizza gift cards; 
and a free ice cream cake from Dairy 
Queen.  In addition, Lilah and the other 
winning authors received a gift basket 
of prizes for their pets from Kitten Krazy, 
a local cat shelter and adoption center.

The other winners included: 2nd 
Place: Ryleigh Sidoti and her dog, 
Brutus, from Heritage Elementary 
School (Teacher: Ms. Rodriguez; 3rd 
Place: Sophia Brauser and her dog, 
Jenna, from St. Francis Xavier School 
in Medina (Teacher: Ms. Anthony); 4th 
Place: Rylan Greenhoe and her dog, 
Grizzly, from Huntington Elementary 
School in Brunswick (Teacher: Mrs. 

Slosier); 5th Place: Riley Cogar and his 
dog, Miles, from Cloverleaf Elementary 

School (Teacher: Mr. Mayfield).

Remember, licensing your dog is a state law and 
fines are levied for untagged dogs.  The dog tag is a 
dog’s best chance of being reunited with his family 
should they get lost.  The cost is $14 for a one-year 
tag, $42 for a three-year tag or $140 for a permanent 
tag with all proceeds going to fund the Medina County 
Animal Shelter.  Go to: www.medinacountyauditor.
org/licenses-dog.htm

Lilah Ballinger and her dog, Annie

Auditor Kovack at the awards ceremony with four 
of the five winners.  From left: Lilah Ballinger, 
First Place; Rylan Greenhoe, Fourth Place; Sophia 
Brauser, Third Place; and Riley Cogar, Fifth Place

Top Dog, Annie, Kicks off Auditor’s Dog-licensing  SeasonTop Dog, Annie, Kicks off Auditor’s Dog-licensing  Season

Riley Cogar, Fifth Place, and his 
dog, Miles

Rylan Greenhoe, Fourth Place, and 
her dog, Grizzly

Sophia Brauser, Third Place, with her 
award certificate

Chippewa Lake Lions Club Polar Bear Jump
February 4
The Chippewa Lake Lions Club Foundation is holding its 
13th annual Polar Bear Jump & Fun Run/Walk at Chippewa 
Lake Beach. This fun event will benefit the following local 
charities: The Society-SHC, CrossPointe Community Church, 
Lafayette Township Firefighter’s Association, Church at 
the Lake UM Food Pantry and Chippewa Lake Lions Club 
Foundation. We anticipate many brave participants, as well 
as 1000+ spectators, Jumping or Running in an effort to 
raise funds for those in need. Go here for more information 
on sponsorships and to parcitipate: 
https://chippewalakelions.com/

January 13
The Medina Eagles 696 Lafayette Road, Medina is hosting a 
Mob Wedding Murder Mystery Dinner. OPEN TO THE PUBLIC.  
Tickets are $45 each. Includes dinner and a show. Cash bar 
available. Doors open at 6 p.m. and dinner and show at 7 
p.m. Mobster apparel encouraged but not required.  Come 
out and join us for a DEADLY good time and bring your 
detective skills. Tickets can be purchased at the Medina 
Eagles or contact Lisa at 330-410-3743.

Medina Eagles Murder Mystery Dinner
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Why should you license your dog?  We’ve got THREE good 
reasons! First, it is Ohio law.  Second, if your dog is found 
unlicensed by the Medina County Dog Warden, you may be 
fined up to $100.  The standard annual licensing period runs 
December 1 to January 31. Third, 100% of the cost of the license 
goes directly to benefit the Medina County Animal Shelter.

License fees for 2022 are as follows: one-year licenses are 
available for $14; three-year licenses are $42 and permanent 
tags are $140.  Licenses are dog-specific and no refunds can 
be issued for any tag sold.
  
If  your  pet  was registered  last  year, you   should have received 
a renewal form in the mail. You may purchase or renew your 
dog license in person at Auditor Kovack’s Office in Room 
303 at the Medina County Administration Building, 144 
N. Broadway St., Medina or at the Medina County Animal 
Shelter, 6334 Deerview Lane, Medina.  For your convenience 
you can purchase your license for an additional 75 cents at 
the locations listed. 

The license can be purchased online at  
www.medinacountyauditor.org  and is subject to processing 
fee.

Remember to be the person your dog thinks you are and 
protect them with that special tag.

Property Value Appeals May Be Filed Until March 31
 
Every year, the Medina County Board of Revision (BOR) hears appeals from property owners who believe their 
property value is appraised too high.  To have your appeal heard, you must file a formal appeal with the BOR no later 
than Friday, March 31. 
 
Please be advised that the Board of Revision is a quasi-judicial formal appeal.  You must declare a value for your 
property and you must also present evidence to support your claim.  A three-member panel is tasked with 
determining what your property value was as of January 1, 2022.  The board will also do research on the value of 
your property and may reduce your value, make no change to your value or increase your value based on the their 
research and the evidence you present in the hearing. 
 
To file your complaint you will need to complete DTE (Department of Tax Equalization) Form 1 “Complaint Against 
the Valuation of Real Property.”  This form, along with instructions is available at the auditor’s website 
at www.medinacountyauditor.org.  Click on “Real Estate” near the top left of the website and then select “Board of 
Revision.”
 
The DTE Form 1 may be filed in a number of ways.  The form can be submitted in person or through the mail.  It may 
also be emailed to the Board of Revision at BOR@medinaco.org.  If submitting in person, through the mail or via 
emai the form must be notarized.  Notaries are available at the auditor’s office.  The form may also be submitted 
electronically online.  If submitting online, the form does not need to be notarized.
 
Questions?  You may reach out to the office at 330-725-9758 Monday through Friday from 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

We mourn the loss of Sharon Creswell, who passed away suddenly on October 23, 
2022, at the age of 64. 

Sharon was our Accounting Supervisor and the anchor of the Medina County Auditor’s 
Office for 40 years.  She leaves behind her husband Mike, children Brandi (Tom), 
Michael (Jenny) and grandchildren Owen, Carter and Ian.  

Loving wife, mother, and grandmother, Sharon loved spending time with her family 
(especially on vacations), sunrises, rainbows, and fall time. She was known for her 
determination and patience. These beautiful qualities allowed her to be not only be an 
amazing role model, but also a wonderful listener. She was selfless and always did her 
best to recognize the needs of others.

She is missed more than words can express. The family welcomes donations in 
Sharon’s name to Lifebanc.

MEDINA AREA 
      *Buehler’s      275 Forest Meadows
      *Buehler’s     3626 Medina Road
        County Animal Shelter         6334 Deerview Lane
        Medina County SPCA           8790 Guilford Road
        Medina License Bureau   972 N. Court Street
        Pet Supplies Plus    1150 N. Court Street 
        
WADSWORTH AREA 
      *Buehler’s    175 Great Oaks Trail
        Creekside Clinic   3744 Wads. Rd., Norton
        Wadsworth Auto Title  123 Broad St., Ste B

LODI AREA
 City Hardware   129 Wooster St.  

All Drug Marts in Medina County also sell licenses.      
 

In Memorium: Sharon Creswell

Tax Talk

Local Issues That Passed in November 2022 That 
Will Result in Tax Increases

District Levy Issue Current Millage Proposed 
Millage

Cost to Owner 
Now

Cost to Owner 
After

Current Amount 
Generated

New Amount 
Generated

First Year of 
Collection

Period of Time

Guilford Township 
(includes Seville 
Village)

Renew with Increase 
Fire & EMS

1.25 1.75 $32.06 $49.56 $252,300 $367,500 2022/2023 5 years

Harrisville  
Township

Additional Fire & 
EMS

0.00 2.00 $0.00 $70.00 $0 $124,900 2022/2023 5 years

Hinckley Township Additional Fire & 
EMS

0.00 1.00 $0.00 $35.00 $0 $390,500 2022/2023 5 years

Spencer Village Additional - Parks & 
Recreation

0.00 3.50 0.00 $122.50 0 $40,400 2022/2023 CONT

District Levy Issue Current Millage Proposed 
Millage

Cost to Owner 
Now

Cost to Owner 
After

Current Amount 
Generated

New Amount 
Generated

First Year of 
Collection

Period of Time

Creston Village 
(District 047 & 
054)

Replace with In-
crease - Police

2.40 3.80 $68.64 $133.00 N/A N/A 2022/2023 CONT

Creston Village 
(District 047 & 
054)

Replace - Police 5.00 5.00 $58.32 $175.00 N/A N/A 2022/2023 CONT

Town & Country 
Fire District (Dis-
trict 019)

Renew with Increase 
- Fire & EMS

3.30 4.00 $84.02 $140.00 N/A N/A 2022/2023 CONT

Wadsworth City 
(includes districts 
040,049,055,056)

Renew with Increase 
- Ambulance & EMS

2.50 3.00 $62.64 $80.14 $1,233,600 $1,415,400 2022/2023 5 years

Chippewa Lake 
Village 

Renew with Increase 
- Current Expense

6.00 7.00 $146.20 $181.20 $96,000 $116,600 2023/2024 5 years
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By Madelyn Ritter, 
BEAT reporter            

Imagine if your school had opportunities to write articles 
for local newspapers. It is commonly not an option, but it is 
for students in the Brunswick City School District’s award-
winning BEAT Video Program.

Since 2000, the BEAT (Brunswick Educational Access 
Television) has offered hundreds of students (grades 
6-12) the unique opportunity to grow as writers and video 
producers in a real-world environment. Each year, 40 to 
50 BEAT students are selected to serve as “backpack 
journalists,” each producing six news articles and videos 
about events and activities throughout Medina County. 
While John Wasylko serves as the BEAT’s adult advisor 
(handling all of the business aspects), the program is 
essentially student-managed. For example, each story is 
written, edited and scheduled for a TV interview by the 
students.
          
Sarah Keller, Brunswick High School junior, has been with 
the BEAT since she entered sixth-grade. “I joined The BEAT 
because it seemed like a new experience for a graduating 
fifth-grader,” said Sarah. “Going into a new school, I wanted 
to broaden my horizons and step out of my comfort zone. 
And, the BEAT offered me just that.”

According to Keller, the benefits of being in the BEAT 
stretch far beyond learning how to write or produce videos. 
“I do think the BEAT benefits students,” Sarah stated. 
“The BEAT teaches discipline and how to apply yourself in 
a very professional manner. You learn to pull your weight 
and teach yourself how to manage your time wisely.” 
Additionally, Keller believes the BEAT not only promotes a 
good work ethic, but it also teaches students to be punctual 
and mature.

Lyla Lanzer, a current seventh-grader at Brunswick Middle 
School, is in her second year in the BEAT. Lanzer loves that 
the BEAT allows students her age to work alongside older 
students for a common goal. “I think that BEAT definitely 
benefits students,” she replied enthusiastically. “On a 
more social side, it allows students of all ages and grades 
to interact with each other. It is unique for an after-school 
program because, usually, extracurricular activities are 
only for around a student’s age group.” 

The BEAT program helps kids socially develop, and the 
youth sometimes need that extra boost.

“On an academic side, it helps students improve their 
writing so much,” Lyla added. “Every month, you talk to 
many people in the community and learn about many 
new things. And eventually, after all of the articles you 
write, you become a better writer.”            

Each year, BEAT students produce over 200 news 
articles, photos and videos which are sent to and 
published by Northeast Ohio news sources. Like any 
program, it has its challenges – for instance, coming 
up with a fresh news story idea or meeting deadlines 
require BEAT reporters to be creative in their problem-
solving skills. However, students like Lanzer appear to 
enjoy the experience overall.

“I don’t just enjoy BEAT,” she said “I love it! I have met so 
many new people who also like writing. Although it may 
be challenging, it is so much fun.”

Visit https://www.bcsoh.org/domain/1154 to learn 
more about the Brunswick Schools’ BEAT Video Program.

Madelyn Ritter, a seventh-grade Brunswick Middle School, is one of 
over fifty student “backpack journalists” (grades 6-12) in the award-
winning BEAT Video Program. The program is sponsored by Scene75 
(www.scene75.com), Plum Creek Assisted Living Community, 
Baskets Galore, Medina County Women’s Endowment Fund, Medina 
County Community Fund, Brunswick University Center, Brunswick 
Eagles 3505, 100+ Women Who Care Medina, and the Brunswick 
Rotary Club. Go to https://www.bcsoh.org/domain/1154 to learn 
more about the Program, or visit https://thebeat.viebit.com to view 
videos produced by the students.

Local Non-profit Spotlight

The 2022 Top Dog Breeds in Medina County

Labrador
29%

German 
Shepherd
13%

Golden 
Retriever
11%

Beagle
10%

Boxer
9.3%

Chihuahua
7%

Yorkshire 
Terrier
7.1%

Shih Tzu
6.7%

Australian Shepherd
6.54%

Total Number of 
Checks Written by 

Auditor’s Office

27,911 19,032

Total Number of 
Dog Licenses Sold

Total Number of 
Real Estate Transfers

6,247

Total Amount of  
Conveyance Fees 

$3,448,607.80

Average Home Sale 
Price in Medina 

County

$310,144.85

Average Sale Price of 
Commercial Real Estate

$1,032,353.74

Writing Starts Young for Brunswick High BEAT Students

PHOTO: BEAT students take a field trip to the 
FOX 8 TV studios. (Photo by BEAT)

2022 Year in Review


